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Research on the Formation and Influence of Peer Network
on Online Teaching

Qin Chuanshen

Abstract: Peer effect is reflected in the process of social interaction during education and
teaching, which mainly refers to the influence of peer behavior on individual behavior in
school. Online teaching breaks through the limitations of geographic space and
guarantees the normal teaching order in schools during the COVID - 19 period, but its
virtual nature also makes social interaction in teaching a problem. In the online teaching
that is separated from the physical space, what characteristics will the peer network
show? What is the impact and mechanism of peer effect on students’ academic
performance? Social network analysis was conducted based on the questionnaire surveys
and in-depth interviews on the teaching of a certain course in a university class. QAP and
regression analyses were applied to draw the following conclusions: (DIn informal netwo-
rks, morc active boys can usually become the central person in the nctwork.
International students and minority students are more likely to be marginalized in the
Internet. @ Informal networks have played a more important role in the formation of
course group networks and intra-class communication networks. The higher the degree
to which students are consulted by other students about the knowledge of the course, the
better their academic performance is usually. Therefore, in online teaching, teachers
should pay more attention to the inclusion of marginalized people in the learning
network, reasonably set team rules, build a timely feedback mechanism between teachers
and students, and better play the important role of social interaction in education and
teaching.

Key words: online teaching; social network; peer effect; academic performance;
social interaction
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